
Legislative Session Wrap Up 
We had great success in lobbying our elected officials for the 15th Annual Latino/a Advocacy 
Day in March 2021. Now that the legislative session is over, how did the bills we lobbied on 
do? We tallied up the work for you, take a look! 

Reproductive Justice
Why we support: Ensuring access to contraception is critical to improving and strengthening 
the health, financial stability and dignity of the people of our state. This bill addresses 
obstacles that undocumented people face in getting the contraception they need to plan their 
families and lays the groundwork to broadly improve access for people who typically struggle 
to get the services and supplies to prevent and plan pregnancies. 

SB20-009 Medicaid Expansion for Contraceptives for Undocumented People - PASSED
This law will expand Medicaid to:

1) include contraceptives for undocumented people, and
2) require coverage of a year’s supply of oral contraceptives for all who use Medicaid.

Immigrant Justice
Why we support: 
We advocate for universal access to legal representation through a statewide legal defense 
fund. We believe every Coloradan should be able to access state services and benefits without 
fear that their information could be used against them for immigration enforcement. 

SB21-131: Data Privacy For All: PASSED
This law will limit the data that state and local government agencies share with third parties 
like ICE, protecting the privacy of undocumented Coloradans, and taking away an important 
weapon that ICE uses against our communities.

HB21-1194: Immigrant Legal Defense Fund: PASSED
This law is a first step to establish a statewide fund to provide legal representation to 
Coloradans in immigration proceedings who cannot afford lawyers (including 70% of those 
detained in the GEO Facility in Aurora), providing Coloradans with a critical resource to resist 
deportation and keep their families together.

And to offer support to:

SB21-087: Agricultural Workers’ Rights: PASSED
This law gives much needed protections to farmworkers
including state minimum wage, overtime and labor organizing rights, 
protections that were denied to them based on historically racist laws.
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Environmental Justice
Why we support: 
COVID-19 has highlighted the importance of 
our environmental conditions and natural 
resources and the global preservation of 
our public health. Communities located 
near points of pollution have higher rates 
of infection and mortality, as evidenced 
by the disproportionately high numbers 
observed in the Latino, Black, and Indigenous 
communities of Colorado. Environmental 
justice is a public health issue that needs to 
be addressed urgently.

HB21-1189 Regulate Air Toxics - PASSED

This law will:

Changes the definition of “covered facility” 
to include specific listed North American 
industry classification. Establish notification 
thresholds for covered air toxics, the 
exceedance of which covered facilities must 
disclose to the affected community.
Directing the air quality control commission 
to consider, at least every 5 years, adding new 
types of covered facilities and covered air 
toxics and adjusting the applicable emission 
thresholds;
Requiring outreach to in particular 
disproportionately impacted communities, in 
the 2 most prevalent languages spoken in the 
communities.
 
HB21-1162 Management of Plastic Products - 
PASSED

This law will:

Reduce the use of toxic plastics by prohibiting 
restaurants, hospitals and school cafeterias 
and other food and retail establishments 
from using expanded polystyrene (foam) 
products (e.g. cups, plates and containers).
Reduce a common source of plastic pollution 
by prohibiting retailers from providing single-
use plastic carry-out bags and requiring 
stores to charge $0.10 each for paper bags to 
reduce overall bag consumption.
Empower local communities to take control 
of their plastic pollution by repealing the ban 
on local government regulation of plastics.

Economic Justice
Why we support: Late fees are not uniform 
across the state, there is a wide disparity in 
the amounts that tenants are charged. These 
fees can be compounding and excessive 
without proper oversight. Existing housing 
policies heavily favor landlords and large 
rental corporations at the expense of renters. 

SB21-173 Rights in Residential Lease Agreements 
PASSED

This law will:

Helps tenants when a landlord removes or 
excludes a tenant from a dwelling without 
resorting to proper court procedures, it is 
an unfair or deceptive trade practice for 
the purposes of the “Colorado Consumer 
Protection Act.”

Criminal Justice
Why we support: This bill adopted a narrow 
set of COVID-19 jail population reduction 
policies aimed at keeping people accused of 
low-level crimes out of jail while leaving wide 
discretion to arrest and hold people who 
pose a risk. This policy would have started to 
reverse CO’s exploding jail population, and 
sustained jail population reductions could 
save local communities millions each year.  

SB21-62, Pre trial reform to safely reduce 
arrests, cash bond & jail populations - FAILED

This law would have:
 
The bill gives a peace officer the authority 
to issue a summons and complaint for any 
offense committed in the officer’s presence, 
or if not committed in the officer’s presence, 
for any offense that the officer has probable 
cause to believe was committed and probable 
cause to believe was committed by the 
person charged, unless arrest is statutorily 
required or the offense is a crime of violence.

The bill prohibits a peace officer from 
arresting a person based solely on the alleged 
commission of a traffic offense; petty offense; 
municipal offense; misdemeanor offense; a 
class 4, 5, or 6 felony; or a level 3 or 4 drug 
felony.
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