
Letter to the Editor Guidelines

Here are some tips and talking points when writing a letter to the editor for Civics Advocacy
Week.

How to Structure a letter to the editor:

● A letter to the editor should be brief and to the point. Check with your local paper to see
if they have a word count limit. Most papers have a limit of 200 words or less.

● Start with a salutation.
● Try to tie the letter to an article that has appeared in the paper, if possible.
● The opening sentence is the most important. This should state why you are writing a

letter. In this case, to support civic education and the need for the CSD Act.
● Explain why CSD and civics are important. Be brief and concise.
● Give evidence, and if possible state something positive about an action that has been

taken. For example, you could praise the bipartisan effort that the cosigners have made,
or the work of CivXNow.

● The shorter the letter, the better a chance it has of being published. So when you are
finished, re-read and see if anything can be cut.

● Sign the letter with your name and title.

Suggested talking points for this letter to the editor:

● Focus on the Bipartisan: In the face of extreme polarization and pressure, this bipartisan
group of lawmakers worked together to find common ground on an issue of utmost
importance, K-12 civic education.

● Why civic education is important:
○ Civic education is key to  rebuilding trust in institutions and one another and

fostering informed patriotism and civility. Young people need to be taught the
knowledge and skills necessary to become engaged and informed citizens.

○ Civic education is a matter of national security.
● Why CSD is important:

○ Civic education has been egregiously neglected over the past 50 years, to the
point that the federal government spends only 5 cents per year per student on
civics, while spending $50 per year per student on STEM subjects.

○ CSD would provide $1Billion per year to support civics, an historical investment.
○ The bill provides funding for states and school districts to build students’

foundational civic knowledge.
○ The bill includes safeguards to ensure that we focus on the fundamentals of civic

education and gives power to states to decide how to teach civics.
○ CSD is not a national curriculum. It leaves decisions about what is taught and

how it’s taught with states and school districts.


