
 

2019 August Recess Toolkit 
 

MEET ALEX GARCIA:  
Missouri father of 5 living in separation and fear of deportation for 684+ days 
Rene Alexander “Alex” Garcia Maldonado (A# 078-176-440) fled extreme poverty          
and violence in Honduras and came to the US 14 years ago. He was living and                
working in Poplar Bluff, Missouri, where he met his wife, Carleen “Carly” Garcia.             
Together, they built their family of 7. In 2017, federal immigration authorities            
arbitrarily denied Alex’s request for a stay of removal, after having seen the merit of               
his claims and granting him stays for the previous two years. Determined to keep              
their family together in spite of this immoral decision, Alex took sanctuary at Christ              

Church United Church of Christ in Maplewood, Missouri, where he will stay until he is granted reprieve from deportation                   
and reunited with his family. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) has full discretion to grant Alex a stay of                   
removal, but has failed to do so. This family is out of options, and they need you to do whatever it takes to help keep this                          
American family together.  
 
ALEX’S LAW: H.R. 3750 
On July 12, 2019 Rep. Wm. Lacy Clay (MO-1) introduced H.R. 3750, a private immigration bill that would permanently                   
stop Alex’s deportation and grant him permanent residency, so he can be reunited with his family in Southern Missouri                   
where he belongs, and put Alex on a pathway to citizenship. Shortly thereafter, Carly and Sara John (IFCLA’s Executive                   
Director) traveled to Washington DC as part of the national Sanctuary Collective to advocate for H.R. 3750 and request                   
private bills for all families living in sanctuary. Through multiple meetings with members of Congress and their staff, we                   
learned that our Representatives do not hear the support from our communities, congregations, organizations and               
individuals. They aren’t convinced that Alex or other families living in sanctuary should be a priority. 
 
WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU: 
For this reason, we are inviting you to participate in a series of actions over the next few months. During the 2019                      
congressional August recess, we need your help to show Rep. Wm. Lacy Clay that the Garcia Family has your                   
support by sending him over 2,000 postcards. We want to be sure that we thank him for the introduction of H.R. 3750                      
and urge him to continue advocating for H.R. 3750. To get Alex out of the church, we need Rep. Clay to be our                       
champion, to do everything possible to move this bill through committee, the House, and ultimately the Senate, so it                   
can be sent to the President before the end of this session (1/1/2021).  
 
In September, we will send additional information to all of our supporters who send postcards, with suggestions for our                   
collective follow-up when Rep. Clay get back to Capitol Hill. We might even need folks to travel to Washington, DC, to                     
help us ensure that this family and other American families are not forgotten amid the flurry of end-of-year timelines,                   
Congressional races, and of course, the Presidential election.  
 
TWO YEARS IS FAR TOO LONG: 
September 21 will mark 2 years that Alex has been trapped in the Maplewood Church. Two years that his children can’t                     
have their dad at the river, out to dinner, at the zoo, on camping trips, at their soccer and baseball games, and so much                        
more. Two years that this mother was forced to raise a family of 5 by herself. Two years is far too long.  

 

 



 
Congregational Postcard Campaign:  

Team Leader Instructions 
 

1. Identify a point of contact for your congregation/team. This person will:  
a. Work with IFCLA Staff to set a goal for the number of postcards your congregation/team will gather. 
b. Attend regular sanctuary calls/meetings (weekly/bi-weekly) regarding HR3750, and report back to your            

congregation/team. 
c. Pick up postcards and return unused postcards to IFCLA or Christ Church UCC Maplewood. 
d. Coordinate mailing of postcards (in batches, by count or by date - coordinated with IFCLA Staff) for your                  

congregation/team.  
e. Each congregation/team is asked to purchase their own postage; however, if this is an unreasonable               

burden on your congregation/team, please contact the IFCLA office to make other arrangements for              
postage. 

2. Identify a member of your team to serve as historian. This person will: 
a. Use Google Sheets or Microsoft Excel to track and maintain data gathered from the completed               

postcards including: 
i. Name  
ii. Address 
iii. Email (IMPORTANT: so we can invite these individuals to participate in subsequent campaigns 

and actions to support the Alex Belongs Here efforts) 
iv. Congressional House district of each individual (you can calculate this based on address, use this 

link) 
b. Track and report completed postcards from your congregation/team  

3. Get the word out at your congregation! Consider speaking before/after services, posting in the bulletin/program,               
having a table after every service in August so folks can sign a card, and more. We’ve also included a Social                     
Media Guide in this toolkit so you can Tweet and Post while your team signs the cards. Get creative! Make it a                      
game or competition? Use it as an opportunity to build your congregational team for immigration-racial-and-social               
justice! 

4. Identify at least 5 other congregations that can be invited to join the Alex Belongs Here (ABH) campaign and                   
show their support for the Garcia family and immigrants in Missouri. It takes a village! You can work with IFCLA                    
Staff to brainstorm which congregations are strategic for you to reach and what that invitation looks like.  

5. Pick a town hall or public appearance where Rep. Lacy Clay will be in attendance, and go with Carly Garcia as a                      
sign of support and solidarity (and persistent presence): 

a. For example: Aug. 28: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/city-wide-town-hall-meeting-on-gun-violence-tickets-66983899647?aff=ebds
sbdestsearch 

 
 
  

 

https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative
https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/city-wide-town-hall-meeting-on-gun-violence-tickets-66983899647?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/city-wide-town-hall-meeting-on-gun-violence-tickets-66983899647?aff=ebdssbdestsearch


 
Tips for Writing a Postcard to Rep. Lacy Clay 

 
Talking Points: 

1. We need Rep. Clay to... 
a. Be the champion 
b. Demonstrate courageous leadership  

2. The specific actions that Rep. Clay can do are... 
a. Prepare and send a letter to Rep. Zoe Lofgren, the Chairwoman of the Subcommittee on Immigration and                 

Border Security by Sept. 15; the letter requests that the subcommittee consider the bill - this is the next                   
step in moving H.R. 3750 forward. 

b. Continue advocating for this family by pushing H.R. 3750 through committee  
c. Advocate for the introduction of private bills for other families separated by sanctuary 

3. Alex Belongs Here General messaging: 
a. Alex is a family man 
b. This is an American family 
c. They’ve done everything the right way and still our laws fail them 
d. They’ve tried everything else, they’ve exhausted all legal options 
e. The Administration is up all night inventing creative ways to tear this family apart 
f. (Number of days) days is far too long  

4. Private bills messaging  
a. An important tool of our democracy  
b. Even Rep. Clay’s dad introduced and advocated for his constituents using private bills 
c. We must use every tool available to end this injustice and get Alex out of the church and reunited with his                     

family  
 
Consider answering these questions:  

1. Do you know Carly & Alex? How long have you known them? What do you love about them? 
2. What does it look like to you for Rep. Clay to “be the champion”? What does that mean?  
3. Why does this family matter to you? What motivates you to support them? 
4. How does your faith or religion influence your support for Alex and his family? What are the values you want to                     

see demonstrated by Rep. Clay’s actions? 
5. What is at stake? Why does this need to be a priority for the Congressman? 

 
  

 



 
 

Social Media Guide 
 

1. Hashtags 
a. #AlexBelongsHere 
b. #PassHR3750 
c. #stlsanctuary 
d. #sanctuaryrising 
e. #bethechampion 
f. #champion 

2. Handles 
a. @AlexBelongsHere 
b. @IFCLA 
c. @CongressmanClayMO1 (Facebook) 
d. @LacyClayMO1 (Twitter) 
e. @zoelofgren (Facebook) 
f. @RepZoeLofgren (Twitter) 

3. Suggested posts 
a. Facebook  

i. @CongressmanClayMO1 while you’re on #recess, Alex is missing fishing trips, summer camp 
performances, camping trips, and his kids’ first day at school. Will you #bethechampion and 
#PassHR3750? #AlexBelongsHere 

ii. Thank you @CongressmanClayMO1 for introducing Alex’s Law. We need you the 
#bethechampion and #PassHR3750. #AlexBelongsHere 

iii. (@mycongregation) won’t give up. We stand with @AlexBelongsHere. #PassHR3750 
#familiesbelongtogether #AlexBelongsHere 

b. Twitter 
i. @RepZoeLofgren this American family needs you to reunite them. #PassHR3750 

#AlexBelongsHere 
ii. @LacyClayMO1 Thanks for introducing Alex’s Law - will you be our #champion? #PassHR3750 

 


